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Abstract:

The novel Death in Oran by Habib Sayah depicts the suffering of El-Hawari in the
midst of the city of Oran—the suffering of a social hero within a chaotic society that is
not governed by any human or decent life principles. He stands as a living example of
a person living in an environment that opposes any desire for progress and for breaking
free from the habits attached to place and time, to a suspicious present and past. This
liberation can only be achieved by shedding the harmful residual sediments and holding
on to the positive ones, in the hope that this may contribute to the elevation of the
individual and, consequently, to the elevation of the city and its inhabitants, who have
become a symbol of pessimism and despair for the narrator. This has driven him to
confine himself to his house, which serves as a place of safety and calm amid the noise
of life and its problems.

After deconstructing the novel, we find that its narrative actants are represented as
follows:

1- The Sender (Destinator): Embodied in social suffering, the father’s death, the
mother’s illness and death, the disorder of life in the city of Oran, loneliness and
constriction, and the national crisis.

2- The Receiver (Destinee): Appears in the city’s inhabitants, the authorities, and the
extremist groups.

3- The Subject: Assumed by El-Hawari.
4- The Object: Divides into the undesired object and the desired object.

The undesired object includes: origins on the father’s side, expulsion from the
university, the mother’s illness, the harassments of the city’s inhabitants from childhood
to youth, and joining the extremist groups.

The desired object includes: reaching the truths of origin and removing the traces of the
ordeal of living.

5- The Helper: Issued by: Abdqa the Negrito, Bakhta El-Sharqi, Hasnia, Benamar the
Sergeant, Halouma, and Mustapha.

6- The Opponent: Discovered in imprisonment, the injustice of the world, the parents’
origins and the manner of their marriage, the way of life of Oran’s inhabitants, and the
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characters: Kaddour Ben Houar, Khadrou the Owl, Achour Bounaime, Hudhayfa the
Sheikh, and the extremist groups.

The modernity of these narrative actants and their creative freedom appear in their
multiplicity: we do not find a single isolated actant among them; they also exchange
narrative roles. Moreover, these actants take into account the social and historical
coherence of the difficult circumstances that Algeria went through in the 1990s.
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