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Abstract

Language is a set of systems composed of phonetic units carrying specific meanings. It serves
as a tool of human communication realized through social interaction, using the vocal apparatus
for speech production and the auditory apparatus for reception. It is also a mental capacity
formed by the totality of linguistic knowledge — sounds, vocabulary, and grammatical rules.
Describing a language is, in reality, nothing more than describing the system upon which it
rests; the analytical process aimed at uncovering linguistic structures is therefore inherently
embedded in the phonetic system.

Sound represents the first level upon which linguistic studies are grounded, drawing its
foundations from physiology and physics. It has attracted the attention of both ancient and
modern Arab scholars, including Sibawayhi (d. 180 AH) in Al-Kitab, Al-Mubarrad (d. 295
AH) in Al-Mugqtadab, and Ibn Jinni (d. 392 AH) in Sirr sina‘at al-i'rab. Among modern
scholars, notable contributions include ‘Al “Abd al-Wahid Wafi in Figh al-lugha, Subht Salih
in Dirasat f1 figh al-lugha, Muhammad al-Mubarak in Figh al-lugha wa-khasa'is al-"Arabiyya,
Ahmad Muhammad Qaddiir in Madkhal ila figh al-lugha al-‘Arabiyya, and Muhammad al-
Antaki in AlI-Wajiz. Among contemporary researchers, one group deepened and renewed the
heritage of Sibawayhi and Al-Khalil, while another drew from foreign studies through
translation into Arabic.
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