Linguistic and Philosophical Investigations
ISSN: 1841-2394, e-ISSN: 2471-0881

Vol 25 (1), 2026

pp. 347-373

The Formation of Semantic Fields in Ibn Qutaybah’s (d. 276
AH) Adab al-Katib: The Field of Human Traits as a Case Study (A
Lexical-Semantic Study)

Dr. Yamina Fellag Ariouet !
"University of Hassiba ben bouali chlef - ALGERIA. Y.fellagariouet@univ-chlef.dz

Abstract:

Ibn Qutaybah’s (d. 276 AH) book, Adab al-Katib, is considered one of the
educational linguistic works that occupies a middle ground between a linguistic
lexicon and a didactic book. The author did not merely intend to compile words
on a purely lexicographical basis, nor to establish abstract grammatical rules.
Rather, he sought to refine the writer's language and regulate his expressive tools
by selecting words, elucidating their differences, and determining their proper
usage in various contexts. This approach resulted in the construction of multiple
semantic fields distributed across linguistic, social, and ethical themes, reflecting
Ibn Qutaybah’s vision of language as an instrument for both knowledge and
behavior.

However, addressing all the semantic fields present in Adab al-Katib exceeds the
limits of a single scientific article due to their breadth and complexity.
Therefore, we decided to limit the scope to the field of "human traits" because of
its lexical density and semantic richness, in addition to its revelation of the
underlying value-based and ethical dimensions of the book. In this context,
language intersects with societal perceptions, evaluative criteria, and models of
desirable or unacceptable human behavior.

This study stems from the following research problem: How is the semantic
field of human traits formed in Adab al-Katib? And what lexical mechanisms
did Ibn Qutaybah employ in organizing this field and building its internal
relationships? Several questions branch out from this core problem, notably:
What types of traits does Ibn Qutaybah focus on? What is the nature of the
semantic relationships connecting the words within this field (such as
synonymy, antonymy, and gradation)? And to what extent does this field
contribute to highlighting the educational and didactic function of the book?

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing the theoretical data
of the Semantic Field Theory, alongside the applied analysis of the
lexicographical texts found in Adab al-Katib. The nature of the research
necessitated dividing the study into two main sections: the first addresses the
theoretical framework of the semantic field concept and its formation
mechanisms, while the second is dedicated to applying these concepts to the
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field of human traits in Adab al-Katib, supported by an analysis of selected
examples that reveal the characteristics of this field and its semantic structure.
Keywords: Ibn Qutaybah, Adab al-Kdatib, Semantic fields, Arabic lexicon,
Lexical study.
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